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gethcr unused to the customs and proprietics of the House of
Burgcsscs, and it was not without considcrablc fear and no

little awkwardness tliat.he took up the defcnse of the resolu-
tions that he had prcpared. We give in full the rcsolutiohs
as prcpared by Mr. Henry. It is said that they were writtcn
Xipon a fly-lcaf of a law book called "Coke upon Littleton."

"Resolved, That the first advcnturers and settlers of this
His Majcsty's colony and domain, brought with them and
transmittcd to their postcrity and all others of His Majasty's
subjects since" inhabiting this His Majcsty^ said. colony, all
privilcges, franchises and immunitics that have at any time
bcen here enjoyed and posscsscd by the people of Great
Britain.

"Resolved, That by «lwo royal charters granted by King
¦James I., the colonists aforesaid are declared entitled to all
the privilcges, libertics and imfnunities of denisons and natu¬
ral born subjects to all intcnts and purposes as if they had
bcen abiding and born within the realm of England.

"Resolved, That the taxation of the people by themsclves
or by persons chosen by themsclves to reprcsent them, who
can only know what taxes the people are able to bear and the
easicst mode of raLsing them, and are equally affected by such
taxes themsclves, is the distinguishing charactcristic of British
frcedom, and without which the ancient constilution cannot
exist.

"Resolved, That His Majesty's liegc people of this most
ancient colony have uninterruptedly enjoyed the right of be¬
ing thus govcrned by their own Assembly in the article of
their taxes and internal police, and that the same hath never

been forfeitcd or in any other way given up, but hath bcen
constantly recognized by the King and the people of Great
.Britain.

"Rcsilved, That therefore the General Asscmbly of this col¬
ony have the sole right and power to levy taxes and imposi-
tions upon the inhabitants of this colony; and that every at-
tempt to vest such power in any other person or persons what-
socver, other than tbe General Asscmbly aforesaid, has a man-

iftst tendency to destroy British as well as American frce¬
dom."

These resolutions were aftcrwards found among the papers
fii Mr. Henry, on the back of which there was written by Mr.
Henry the following indorsement:

"The within resolutions passed the House of Burgesses
in May, 1765. That from the first opposition to the stamp
act and the scheme of taxing Americans by the British Par¬
llament, all colonies were through fear or" want of opportun-
ity to form an .opposition, or upon influence from some kind
or other, had remained silent. 1 have been for the first time
elected a burgess a few days before; was young, inexperi-
enccd, unacquainted with the forms of the House and the
members that composed it. Finding the men of weight aversc

to opposition, and the commencement of the tax at hand, and
that no person was likely to stcp forth, I determined to ven¬

ture, and alone, unadvised and unassisted, on a blank leaf of
an old law book, wrote the within. Upon offcring them to
the House, violent debate ensued, many threats were uttcred
and much abuse cast on me by the party for-subrntssion. After
a long and warm contest, the resolutions passed by a very
small majority, perhaps of one or two only. The alarm spread
ihroughout America with astonishing quickness, and the min-
isterial partics wcrc overwhelmed, The great point of rcsist-
ance to British taxation was universally established in the
colonies. This brought on the war which ffcially separatcd
the two countfies and gave independence to ours. Whether
this will prove a blessing or a curse will depend upon the use.
our people make of the blessing which a gracious God hath
tcstowed on us. If they are wisc they will bc great and happy;
if they are of a contrary character, they will be miserable.
Rightcousness alone can exalt them as a nation. Reader, who-
tver thou art, remember this and in thy sphere practice virtue
thyself and encourage it in others." ...,.-,..

Such men as Randolph, Bland, Pcndlelon, Wylhe, and,
indeed, all thc oldcr members and members of wciglitj',influ¬
ence, presented a united opposition lo thc rcsolutions as of¬
fered by Mr. I-Ienry, and espccially lo the fifth rcsolution.

lt is said that when thc. last vote had been taken on thc
fifth rcsolution, Mr. Peyton Randolph, avIio was at that timc
Altorncy-General, was hcard. to cxclaim: "My God, I would
iiaA-'e given five hundred guincas for a singlc vote I" This one

vote would havc evenly divided the House, and with Mr. Rob-
iusoh's vote, avIio was in thc chair, thc last and most Antal of
these rcsolutions Avould have been defeatcd.

It was in thc course-of the speech which Mr, Henry made
tfpon these rcsolutions that he criccl put in' thc frenzy of his
cloqucnce, "Caesar had his Brutus, Charles thc First his Crom-,.
well, and George thc Third." Before hc could finish lhc
sentence the Speaker cricd out, "Treason 1" and from every
part of the House thc members echocd back, "Treason 1 Trea¬
son!" Mr. Henry faltcrcd not for an instant, but rising to a

loftier altitudc, he finished his sentence with splendid empha-
pis, saying, "may profit by their cxample; if this bc treason,
make the most of it."

Mr. Henry, apparently well satisficd Avith his work, and
thinking perhaps that it Avould be better for him to bc re-

moA'cd from the scenes of such intense excitement, left the
town that evening. The next morning, when he Avas quite ,

well out of the Avay, the lcaclcrs of the House, who had been
tinable to stem the tide of the great orator's influence the day
before, tmdertook to undo at least a part of the Avork that had
been done before, and expunged the fifth and most important
of thc rcsolutions, so that the first fcur resolutions alonc rc¬

maincd on the journal of the House as the final official uttcr¬
ance. But the mischief had been done, the alarm had been
sounded and the fire kindled.

Mr. Tyler says most eloqucntly of this incident: "Mean-
time on the wings of the wind and on thc cager tongues oi
men had been bornc past recall, far nortluvard and far soutt.
.ward, the fiery, unchastised words of nearly the entire series,
to kindle in all the colonies a great flame of dauntless pur-
pose, Avhilc Patrick himself, perhaps then only half consciotia
of the fateful Avork he had just been doing, travelcd onward
along the dusty highway, at once the jolliest, the most popu¬
lar and the least pretcntious man in all Virginia, ccrtainly ita
greatest orator, possibly its greatest statcsman."

For nine years, from the close of the House of Burgesscs
in 1765 to thc fall of 1774, Mr. Henry remained in. tolcrablc se-
clusion and gaA'e himself earnestly and industriously to tho
practice of laAv.

After his return from his first session Avith the House of.
Burgcsses, he removed his residence to Lotiisa county and
lived on an estate called "Rottndabout," which hc bought from
his father. However, in 1768 he returned to Hwiover, and a

feAv ycars afterAvards bought a place called "ScotchtOAvn,"
which contintied to be his residence until, as Governor of the
new State of Virginia, hc made Williamsburg his home.

There" seems to have been during this long period no cs«

pecial requisttions made upon Mr. Henry's oratorical gifts,
He Avas a conspicuous factor in the numerous conference!
that Avere held by lcading men in the colony, but there was
small division among them touching the essential matters at
stake, so there was little occasion for contentipn and debate,
He Avas sent to every scssion of the House of Burgesscs dur«
ing this period ; present at almost all local committees and con«

yentions; Avas made a member of the fir,st Committee of Cor-
respondence, and finally was sent as a delegate to the first Con*
tinental Congres,s.

On the 24th of May, 1774, thc news of thc passage of tha
'Boston port bill having come to the ears ofthe House of Bur¬
gesscs, then in session, the following action was taken, sctting
apart the first day of June a,s a day of prayer, htimiliation and
fasting:

"Devoutly to implorc lhc Divinc interposition for aA'crting
the heavy calamities Avhich thrcatcn destruction to our civil
rights and cvils of civil war; to give us one heart and one mind
firtuly to oppose by all just and proper means every injtiry ta
'American rights, and that the minds of His Majcsty and his
GParliament may be in,spircd from Above with Avisdoni, mode-
ration and justice to rcmovc from thc loyal people of America
all cause of danger from a oontinucd pursuit of measures preg-
nant Avith their, ruin."

Lord Dunmorc, after considcring thc matter for two days,
stitumoncd the House of Burgcsses lo the Council Chamber
and said to them: "I havc in my hand a paper publishcd by
order of this House, conceived in such terms as rcflcct highly
\ipon His Majesty and thc Parliament of Great Britaity which
makes it necessary for me to dissolve you, and you are dis-
solvcd accordingly." 1

The following day thc members of the House, thus sum-

marily dissolved, met at the Raleigh Tavern and passed rcso¬
lutions deploring the policy pursued by Parliamciit, and re-
commended the establishment of an annual Congress, com-

poscd oi repiesentativcij from all the colonies, "to deliberate on


